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		Shakespeare Close reading: Desdemona and Emelia’s discussion on fidelity
Othello, lines 63 – 117

The passage follows a rebuking of Desdemona by Othello who has been listening to the incessant whispering of Iago concerning his wife’s fidelity.  Desdemona staunchly sticks to her naïve opinion that truly good women would never cheat on their husbands.  Emelia tries to convince her otherwise, giving examples and reasons that would cause a woman to commit adultery.  Emelia’s opinion is due to her own husband’s cruelties and behavior, as will be shown.
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